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THE EARLY IRON AGE HORIZON OF THE DOBROSTANY II SITE
IN THE VERESHCHYTSIA RIVER BASIN
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The multilayered site of Dobrostany II was investigated in 2004-2005 during the construction of the
planned Krakovets-Lviv highway. It is located southeast of the village of Dobrostany, Yavoriv district, Lviv
region, occupying the southern part of a cape overlooking the marshy floodplain of the Dobrostanka stream, a
right tributary of the Vereshchytsia River. Geomorphologically, this area belongs to the southern slopes of the
Yaniv Roztochchia, intersected by the Vereshchytsia River valley.

At the Dobrostany II site, an area of over 600 sq. m was studied, and materials and objects of the
Merzanovice culture, the Early Iron Age, and the Early Middle Ages were recorded.

The Early Iron Age horizon proved to be the most intensive. Six objects located sporadically were
discovered. Objects 2, 7, 8, 9, and 10 are small hearth pits. The most interesting is object 1 (a semi-dugout),
which had a circular plan shape with a diameter of 3.7 m and a depth of 1.3 m. On the floor, there was a hearth,
a cluster of ceramics, traces of perimeter walls, and postholes.

The ceramic complex from the objects and the cultural layer, which consisted of pots, bowls, vases, and a
large number of «discs» — baking molds — has analogies in the Cherepyn-Lahodiv group and the Tarnobrzeg
Lusatian culture. The territory where the Dobrostany site is located was part of a contact zone between the
Urnfield cultures and the cultures of the Circum-Pontic area.

The buildings and materials of the Early Iron Age horizon of the Dobrostany II site were re-dated to the
7%-5% centuries BC. They belong to a local group with mixed cultural features.

A comparative analysis of the materials from the Early Iron Age horizons of the Dobrostany I and
Dobrostany II sites showed their technological and typological identity. This, as well as the peculiarities of the
geomorphological conditions of their location, allows us to argue that Dobrostany I and Dobrostany II are the
same sites.
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In 2004-2005, under an agreement between the Ivan Krypiakevych Institute of Ukrainian
Studies of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine and the Transmagistral Consortium, rescue
archaeological investigations were conducted along the route of the planned Krakovets-Lviv
concession highway. The Yavoriv archaeological expedition of the Institute carried out excavations in
cooperation with the Scientific and Research Centre «Rescue Archaeological Service» of the Institute
of Archaeology, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. During the field season, excavations were
conducted at multi-period and multilayer archaeological sites near the villages of Dobrostany (fig. 1)
(Dobrostany I, Dobrostany II - Corded Ware culture, Mierzanowice culture, Early Iron Age sites,
one object and Early Medieval finds), Rulevo (Rulevo I, Rulevo II - Trzciniec culture) in Yavoriv
District, and Hryada (Hryadal - Chernyakhiv culture) in Lviv District, Lviv Region (Ilasnis,
ITerermpuy, 2005; ITapniB Ta iH., 2006; ITaBnis, Ilerernpuy, Koponeupkuii, 2020; Pavliv, Petehyrych,
Koropetskyj, 2021).

© Pavliv D., Petehyrych V., 2025


mailto:datamitra@gmail.com
mailto:v.petehyrych@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8486-6551
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7506-088X

Pavliv D., Petehyrych V. The Early Iron ...

Research Conducted in 2004. The Early Iron Age objects at the DobrostanyII site were
particularly interesting. The Yavoriv rescue archaeological expedition discovered this site during a
preliminary survey of the second phase of the Krakovets-Lviv highway section in 2003. It is located
150-170 m east of the Dobrostany I settlement, in the place Hirske, at an absolute altitude of 284-
288.8 m above sea level. The site occupies the southeastern part of a large promontory extending
from east to west and jutting into the marshy valley of the Dobrostanka stream, a right tributary of
the Vereshchytsia River.

Fig. 1. Location of the Dobrostany I and Dobrostany II sites near the village of Dobrostany, Yavoriv district,
Lviv region

Puc. 1. PosramyBanusa mam’sitok Jobpocranu I i To6pocranu II mo6mmsy c. Jobpocrauy SIBopiBcbKOro
paitoHy JIbBiBCBbKOI 061

From a geomorphological perspective, the site is situated on one of the southern spurs of the
Yaniv Roztochchia, dissected by the Vereshchytsia River valley (Kpasuyxk, 3inbko, 2018, c. 67).

To the west, the site is bordered by a deep ravine that partially separates it from the
Dobrostany I site. To the south, it is delineated by a steep slope descending into the marshy valley of
the Dobrostanka stream (fig. 2). The northern and eastern boundaries of the site are harder to define,
as the surface was covered with grass at the time of the research, and there are no natural barriers on
these sides to demarcate the area.
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Fig. 2. Dobrostany I and Dobrostany II sites near the village of Dobrostany, Yavoriv district, Lviv region.
View from the south

Puc. 2. TTam’sitku To6pocranu I i [Jo6pocranu II mobmusy c. lo6poctanu SIBopiBcbkoro paitoHy JIbBiBChb-
Ko1 0671. Bup 3 miBgHsA

In 2004, excavation area I was laid out at the Dobrostany II site to intersect the presumed area
of the site from south to north (fig. 3). During the excavation, the following stratigraphic layers were
observed. From the surface to a depth of 5-7 cm, there was a turf layer approximately 5-7 cm thick.
Beneath it, a plow layer was visible, approximately 25-30 cm thick, consisting of dark brown loam.
Below the plow layer, a layer of light brown loam with darker inclusions up to 30 cm thick was found.
The natural subsoil, composed of yellow clay, was reached at a depth of 0.65-0.70 m from the surface.

Archaeological finds were recorded starting in the plow layer and continuing to the natural
subsoil. Objects were identified at a depth of 0.6-0.7 m. In the cultural layer of this excavation area,
scattered fragments of Mierzanowice culture ceramics from the 9"-10" centuries and,
predominantly, fragments of Early Iron Age pottery were found.

A significant part of this pottery belongs to relatively thick-walled vessels (pots) with either
rough or smoothed surfaces, mostly light brown. Occasionally, the surface was black, and the clay
contained small chamotte inclusions. These pots typically had a bulbous or slightly S-shaped profile.
The rim diameters ranged from 12 to 18 cm, the rims are straight or slightly flared. The edges of the
rims are rounded or beveled inward. Occasionally, punctures are observed below the rims (fig. 4, 3).
Fragments of smaller, thin-walled, round-bodied, low vessels with thickened rims adorned with
appliqué and punctures underneath them are also found. Fragments of biconical vessels with
smoothed surfaces are present. A more refined form is represented by a small, thin-walled bowl (rim
diameter 12-13 cm) with sharply outward-flaring rims and rounded sides. Its surface is uneven,
lightly smoothed, and light brown (fig. 4, 2).

Notable among the finds are parts of several bowls of different types. One bowl, relatively
thick-walled, has a rim diameter of 16.5 cm. The shoulders are sharply profiled, the rims are even,
and they incline inward from the shoulders. The surface is partly rough, partly lightly smoothed, and
its color is brownish-gray. The pottery is well-heated, with minimal inclusions of finely crushed
chamotte. The cross-section is black (fig. 4, 4).

Another deep bowl has a completely different form. Its rim diameter is quite large, measuring
20 cm. The rims are straight, the sides are slightly rounded, and they taper gently toward the base.
The top of the rim is formed horizontally. The inner and outer surfaces are smoothed and black, with
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minimal chamotte inclusions in the clay (fig. 4, I). Overall, the described material can be attributed to
the Early Iron Age.
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Fig. 3. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation plans. 1 - Early Iron Age objects; 2 — objects
of other periods

Puc. 3. o6pocranu 11, SIBopiBchkmit paitoH, J/IpBiBcbka 061, Ilnanu poskomiB. 1 — 06’eKTu paHHBO3AII3-
HOTO 4Yacy; 2 — 00’€KTH iHIIIOTO Yacy

Research Conducted in 2005. At the Dobrostany II site in 2005, a small area - a western
extension of excavation area I was explored (fig. 3). This section showed the greatest concentration of
finds in the cultural layer during the 2004 excavations, and amorphous stains of uneven brown-black
coloration were observed at the natural subsoil level. The stratigraphic layers in the extension
mirrored those documented in excavation area I. The amorphous stains observed in the trench and
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its extension were a denser layer of cultural deposits, formed due to natural sedimentation in a
depression of the original horizon. In the cultural layer of this area, several fragments of thin-walled
pottery from the Early Bronze Age were discovered, along with the base of a wheel-thrown pot from
the 10"-11" centuries.

0 3cm

Fig. 4. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation area I, materials from the cultural layer
Puc. 4. No6pocranu II, SIBopiBchkmit paitoH, JIbBiBcbka 0611, Poskon I, MaTepiamu 3 KynpTypHOTO LIapy

Most of the ceramic material from the area dates to the Early Iron Age. Typical finds include
pots with an S-shaped profile and punctures beneath rounded rims. The surface of these pots is light
ochre in color, uneven, and rough to the touch. The clay contains small chamotte inclusions
(fig. 5, 1, 2).
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The Early Iron Age ceramic assemblage also includes a fragment of a clay «disk» with a
diameter of 17 cm and a rounded, thickened edge. One side of the «disk» is smoothed, while the other

éi
L

is uneven and lumpy, with clear impressions of finger pressure (fig. 5, 3).

0 5cm

Fig. 5. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation area I, materials from the cultural layer
Puc. 5. o6pocrann II, SIBopiBcbKuit paitoH, /IbBiBcbka 0611, Poskomn I, MaTepiany 3 Ky/IbTYpHOTO IIapy

Small bases of thin-walled, well-fired, hand-made pots with distinctly profiled transitions to
the walls are also found. The exterior surface of these pots is uneven, smoothed, and light brown. The
clay contains minimal chamotte inclusions (fig. 5, 4, 5).

In addition to Early Iron Age finds in the cultural layer of excavation area I, an object from this
period (object 2) was also discovered (fig. 3). Its first traces were observed at a depth of 0.6 m. It was
most clearly defined at a depth of 0.9 m, where it appeared as an almost circular pit in horizontal
view. The pit had a diameter of 0.85 m from north to south and 1.04 m from east to west. The pit was
filled with gray sandy soil at the upper levels, which changed to loam heavily saturated with ash and
small fragments of charcoal at a depth of 0.9 m. In the bottom layer, several ceramic fragments were
found. In cross-section, the pit appeared as an irregular trapezoid with inward-curving sides. The flat
base of the pit was located at a depth of 1.1 m.

Materials from object 2 include fragments of four hand-made vessels. Two fragments of the
rim and body from one pot were preserved. This pot had a distinct S-shaped profile, a rim diameter
of 10 cm, a short neck, and flared, thin, and rounded rims. The interior and exterior surfaces were
smoothed, brown, and slip-coated. The clay contained minor chamotte inclusions, and the ceramic
cross-section was brick-red (fig. 6, 1).

The second pot was thick-walled (wall thickness 1-1.5 cm) and likely had a bulbous shape. The
rims were nearly straight, and the inner side of the rims was slightly rounded. The rim diameter is
12 cm. The surface is brick-colored, and the clay contains chamotte inclusions, showing evidence of
secondary firing (fig. 6, 2). This pot may be associated with a fragment of a massive base, 10 cm in
diameter and 2 cm thick. Its surface and fracture are brick-colored, with chamotte inclusions in the
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clay. The preserved portion of the walls above the distinctly profiled base indicates a slight curvature
of the pot’s body (fig. 6, 3).

4

Fig. 6. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation area I, materials from object 2
Puc. 6. o6pocraun 11, SIBopiBchKuit paitoH, /IpBiBcpka 0611. Poskomn I, matepianu 3 06’exra 2
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Fig. 7. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation area II.

I - plan of object 1. 1 — contour at a depth of 0.4 m; 2 — contour at a depth of 0.5 m; 3 — boundaries of the oval of the
object’s walls; 4 - larger fragments of ceramics; 5 — small fragments of ceramics; 6 — earth with ash; 7 - traces of a
hearth; 8 - charcoal.

IT - plan and sections of object 1. 1 — contour at a depth of 0.6 m; 2 - bottom contour; 3 — earth with ash; 4 - filling of
postholes; 5 - charcoal; 6 - clay with ash inclusions; 7 - natural subsoil

Puc. 7. o6pocranu II, SIBopiBcbkuit paiioH, JIbiBcbka 0611 Poskomn I1.

I - mnan o6’exty 1. 1 - KoHTYp Ha r/mbuHi 0,4 M; 2 — KOHTYp Ha rmmbuHi 0,5M; 3 — Mexi oBaly CTiH 00’€KTa;
4 - 6inpuri ¢parMeHTH KepaMiky; 5 — mpi6HI ¢parmMeHTH KepaMiky; 6 — 3eMyIA 3 IIOIEIOM; 7 — CIify BOTHMINE;
8 — Byr/IMKm.

II - ran Ta mepepisu o6’ekra 1. 1 — KOHTYp Ha rmubuHi 0,6 M; 2 — KOHTYp AHA; 3 — 3eMJIA 3 TIOTETOM; 4 — 3aIIOBHEHHS
CTOBIIOBMX AM; 5 — BYTi/IA; 6 — ITIMHA 3 BKPAIUIEHHAMM IIOIIeNy; 7 — MaTepPUK
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Another base fragment, also 10 cm in diameter, belonged to a medium-sized pot with slightly
curved walls. This fragment shows signs of secondary firing (fig. 6, 4). Several fragments of rather
thick walls (up to 1 cm) with rough, occasionally lightly rusticated surfaces can also be attributed to
this pot. The external and internal surfaces are light brown with darker spots. The ceramic cross-
section is black, well-fired, and contains chamotte inclusions.

Fig. 8. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation area II, object 1 at a depth of 0.5 m. View
from the south
Puc. 8. lobpocranu II, SIBopiBcbkuit paitoH, JIpBiBcbka 06/1. Poskomn II, 06’exr 1 Ha rubuHi 0,5 M. Bup 3

HiBOHS

Some wall fragments belong to thin-walled vessels. These fragments are light brown with
rough, uneven surfaces and small chamotte inclusions in the clay. In addition to the fragments of
hand-made pottery, a small fragment of a tool made from gray flint was found in object 2. One side
of the tool is covered with a limestone crust, while the other side exhibits fine unifacial retouch. All
the described materials likely date to the Early Iron Age.

In 2005, excavation area II (Section 1) was established perpendicular to excavation area I,
which was excavated in 2004 (fig. 3). This section was 50 m long and 5 m wide. In the western part of
the excavation area II, the stratigraphy was as follows: a turf layer, 5-7 cm thick, lay beneath the
surface. Below this, an arable layer extended to a depth of 32-35 cm. Beneath the arable layer was a
transitional layer of brown loam, extending to a depth of 52-55 cm, under which yellow clay natural
subsoil was encountered.

A somewhat different stratigraphic pattern was noted in the eastern part of the trench. Here, a
layer of gray, swampy soil, 35-40 cm thick, lay beneath the arable layer. The lower part of this layer
had a dark gray coloration. This is likely associated with a natural depression in the ancient surface of
the site, where water collected, and washouts from the higher-lying areas, a rather thick marshy layer
of soil was formed.
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During the exploration of the first section of excavation areall, apart from a few small
fragments of pottery and several flint products from the Middle Bronze Age cultural layer, several
features were discovered.

Object 1 was uncovered near the northern wall of excavation area II. It was identified at a
depth of 0.4 m as a dark gray spot with more intense filling in the center (fig. 3; 7. I). At this level,
object 1 had an oval shape, slightly elongated to the north. Its length along the longer axis was almost
3.7 m, and its width was 3 m. In the central part of the object, the fill had a rich dark gray color,
which became less intense toward the edges of the oval spot. The fill included humus-rich soil with a
significant admixture of ash, small pieces of charcoal, burnt clay, and small stones. Cleaning object 1
at a depth of 0.5 m revealed that its contours and shape had slightly changed. While the western and
northern walls practically coincided with the previous depth, the eastern wall shifted by up to 40 cm,
acquiring a semi-rectangular outline. The object's dimensions at this level measured 3.7 m along the
north-south axis and 3.4 m along the east-west axis. Under the northern wall, at a depth of 0.55m, a
clay projection up to 0.45 m wide was observed. A similar small clay projection was documented near
the southeastern wall of the object (fig. 7, I; 8). Their purpose at this level could not be determined.

Fig. 9. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, object 1 at a depth of 1.1 m. View from the
south

Puc. 9. Jobpocranu II, SIBopiBchKuii paito, JIbBiBcbKa 061, Poskomn II, 06’ext 1 Ha rubuHi 1,1 M. Bugp 3
NiBOHA
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Fig. 10. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv regi
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Puc. 10. Jo6pocraum II, SIBopiBchkmit paiios, JIbBiBcbka 0611. Poskomn 11, 06’exr 1 Ha rmm6usi 1,1 m. Bup 3
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Fig. 11. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, traces of a hearth and accumulation of
ceramics in object 1 at a depth of 1.1 m. View from the east

Puc. 11. Jo6pocranm II, ABopiBcbkuit paiioH, J/IbBiBcbka 0671. Poskon II, cmimu BorHuma i ckymdeHHS
Kepamiky B 06’ekri 1 Ha rmmbuHi 1,1 M. Bup 3i cxony
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At a depth of 0.7 m near the southeastern wall of the object, traces of a hearth were noted in the
form of an oval clay projection measuring 55x84 cm. It was covered with an intense layer of small
fragments of charcoal, ash, burnt clay, and several larger pottery fragments (fig. 7, I, II).

o 3 - A Z ——

Fig. 12. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, object 1 at a depth of 1.2 m. View from the
north

Puc. 12. Jo6pocraunm II, SIBopiBcekuit paitoH, JIpBiBcbka 061, Poskon II, 06’exr 1 Ha rmmbuHi 1,2 M. Bup 3
MiBHOYI

Excavating object 1 down to a depth of 0.8 m revealed that its walls were not vertical but gently
tapered toward the bottom. At this level, the filling was most intense in the central part of the object,
similar to the 0.5 m depth. Simultaneously, at a depth of 0.8 m, pottery sherds appeared in several
locations on the eastern side of the object. Excavating the object down to a depth of 1.1 m revealed
that the clay projections observed near the northern and eastern walls at a depth of 0.55 m are not
natural remnants left during the construction but are artificially formed clay collapses of the walls.
Beneath them, a deeper filling of the object was traced, consisting of humus-rich clay with charcoal,
ash, and pottery fragments (fig. 9, 7, II). At this level, an intense layer of ash, charcoal, and burnt clay
appeared inside the object, taking on a rounded shape with a certain distance from its edges and a
more saturated crown around its perimeter (fig. 10). In the eastern and southeastern parts of the
object, a significant accumulation of pottery was observed, with the highest concentration near the
hearth (fig. 11; 16; 17). Several fragments of vessels were found at the very center of the structure, and
larger fragments appeared in various places, mainly in the eastern half of the object. In addition to
the significant amount of pottery near the hearth, a carefully polished stone block was discovered in
the area with the highest concentration of coal and ash in its center (fig. 19, 6).

At the 1.2 m level, the structure of the object's fill changed. There was no longer a mass
accumulation of coal and pottery fragments. The coal and ash stain was most distinctly observed in
the northwest part of the object, while two small accumulations of burnt clay were found in the
southern part (fig. 7, II; 12).

224



Pavliv D., Petehyrych V. The Early Iron ...

Fig. 13. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, section of the ditch from the outer wall
in object 1

Puc. 13. lo6pocranu I1, SABopiBcbkuit paitoH, JIbBiBcbka 061, Poskomn II, mepepis piBuaka Bif 30BHIMIHBOL
cTiny B 06’exTi 1

Only near the northwest wall of the object, at a depth of 1.15 m, were four pottery fragments
from two vessels found. Along the northern and western walls of the object at this level, distinct
traces of a trench, ranging from 10 to 20 cm in width, were visible. The trench stood out clearly due
to its ash-gray filling against the yellowish pre-natural subsoil clay background (fig. 7, II). Cross-
sections of the trench were made near the northern and northeastern walls of the object. These
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showed that the trench in both cases had a trough-like profile, with its bottom located 5-8 cm below
the level of fixation. The trench's fill consisted of light gray soil intensely mixed with charcoal and ash
(fig. 13). Apparently, vertical wooden structures were inserted into the trench, forming the building's
wall. The gap between the object's pit and the wooden wall was filled with clay. After the fire, a
distinct trace was formed along a significant part of the structure's perimeter, which was recorded at
this level.

Fig. 14. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, section of posthole 1 in the southern part
of object 1

Puc. 14. lo6pocranu II, fABopiBcbkuii paiton, JIbBiBcbka 0671. Poskom II, mepepis cropmosoi Amu 1 y
MiBJIeHHi 9acTuHi 06 eKkT 1

At a depth of 1.3m, the clay floor of the feature became increasingly apparent, with
amorphous patches of ash and charcoal in the northwest part of the object. At this level, traces of
three postholes dug deeper than the floor, also emerged (fig. 7, II). One was marked in the southern
part of the structure, 0.7 m north of the pit wall (posthole 1). Its diameter was 26-28 cm. The walls of
the posthole conically narrowed to the bottom, which had a trough-like profile and was dug into the
floor to a depth of 30 cm (fig. 14). Another posthole was recorded near the northeastern wall of the
building (posthole 2). Its dimensions were: diameter 20-22 cm, depth 15-16 cm. Opposite it, under
the southwest wall, a third posthole was traced, 20 cm in diameter with conically narrowing walls
down to the bottom, which was lowered 10 cm below the floor. Near the very bottom of the posthole,
at a depth of 1.4-1.5 m, several pottery fragments were discovered. The filling of the feature in its
northwest part, where the original clay floor was not yet clearly traced, resembles a kind of mosaic.
Against the background of a light-colored floor, often ash-gray due to a significant amount of ash,
small patches of yellow clay stand out. In some places, darker patches appear due to the high content
of charcoal or spots of red-fired clay.

During the selective excavation of the trench from a depth of 1.3 m in the northwest part of the
feature, it was noted that at the location of posthole 2, at a depth of 1.35 m, a distinct trace of red-
fired clay emerged in the form of a rounded patch, 15-17 cm in diameter (fig. 15). This red-fired clay
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continued to be traced in the section to a depth of 1.45 m. This was the location of one of the
supporting posts of the structure's wall, where, after the fire, a significant trace of red-fired clay was
formed. No similar phenomena were observed in other parts of the trench or at the locations of the
other two postholes.

Fig. 15. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, traces of the base of post2 near the
north-eastern wall of object 1

Puc. 15. Jobpocranu II, SIBopiBchKuit paitoH, JIpBiBcbka 061 Poskom II, cmigm ocHOBM croBma 2 6imst
MiBHIYHO-CXifTHOI CTiHM 06’eKTa 1

During the study of object 1, a large quantity of material was discovered - over 500 pottery
fragments and one stone block (grindstone) (fig. 16-19). The finds were scattered throughout the
entire fill and at all levels of the structure, however, the majority of the pottery fragments were
concentrated in the southeast and central parts of the object, at depths ranging from 0.5-0.6 to 1.3 m,
particularly within the hearth area (fig. 7, I; 16, 1-5). Some of the pottery fragments show signs of re-
firing. A small cluster of fragments from two vessels was found near the wall of the feature in its
northwest part at a depth of 1.1-1.15 m. Three sherds of hand-built pottery from the Early Iron Age,
including two biconical vessels and a thin-walled bowl, were found in the fill of posthole 3 in the
southwestern part of the object at a depth of 1.4-1.5 m (fig. 17, 6, 7).

The pottery from object 1 can be divided into two main groups based on its functional
purpose: kitchenware and tableware. The kitchenware group includes two types of pots: those with an
S-shaped profile (tulip-shaped) and barrel-shaped pots. The most numerous are the S-shaped pots.
They have a more or less outwardly flared rim, the edge of which is rounded or formed more
horizontally. The rim diameter of such vessels ranges from 11-17 cm, their height is 20-25 cm, and
the wall thickness is between 0.5 cm and 1 cm. The outer surface is uneven and ochre in color, while
the inner surface is dark brown. The clay mixture shows inclusions of chamotte and crushed stone
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particles. The pottery is generally well-fired. A characteristic feature of the first group of pots is the
holes or punctures made from the inside just below the rim, along with a horizontal coil on the neck
of the vessel (fig. 16, 3-5; 17, 2; 19, 1-3, 5, 7, 11).
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Fig. 16. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, object 1. 1-5 - fragments of ceramics from
the hearth

Puc. 16. lobpocranu II, SIBopiBcbkuit paitoH, JIpBiBcbka 001. Poskom II, o6’ekr 1. 1-5 — ¢parmeHTn
KepaMiK1 3 BOTHUIIIA

The barrel-shaped pots are larger - their rim diameter ranges from 15-20 cm, the maximum
flare of the shoulders is 18-25 cm, and their height is 20-25 cm. The rims of these pots are slightly
outward-flared, and their edges are typically rounded and thickened. Holes or punctures are made
just below the rim. The wall thickness of these vessels ranges from 1-1.5 cm. The surface of the pots is
uneven, smoothed, and gray-ochre in color. The clay mixture contains chamotte fragments. The
bases of these pots are large and quite wide (14-16 cm in diameter), expanding downward from the
walls (fig. 17, I; 19, 4).

Several fragments of pots that differ from those described above were found. One of them is a
wide-mouthed, very well-heated, thin-walled pot. One of these vessels is a wide-mouthed pot with a
diameter of 18 cm and straight walls. The surface of the vessel is rough and dark brown in color. The
clay mixture is well-tempered, almost without inclusions (fig. 19, 7). Another vessel is a pot with
fairly even walls and thickened, slightly flared shoulders, with a maximum shoulder diameter of
10.8 cm. The shoulders are decorated with a horizontal row of nail imprints. The pot's surface is
uneven and light ochre in color (fig. 19, 12). We also note a fragment, presumably from the barrel of
a pot with a protruding «button» on it. The surface of this vessel is rough and brown. The clay
mixture contains chamotte fragments (fig. 19, 8).

Tableware includes thin-walled bowls or «cups». A total of 10 such bowls have been found in
object 1. Two types of this pottery can be distinguished. The first type consists of «cups» with wide
shoulders (20-25 cm) and fairly straight rims, which range from 18-22 cm in diameter. The rim is
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formed horizontally, and the shoulders are rather sharp. The surface of the vessels is partially
smoothed and partially slightly rough, gray-brown. The inner surface is well-smoothed, and the clay
contains slight inclusions of chamotte. The pottery is well-heated (fig. 18, I).

~

Fig. 17. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, object 1. 1-5 — fragments of ceramics
from the hearth; 6-7 - from the accumulation near the north-western wall

Puc. 17. Jo6pocraum II, SIBopiBchbkuit paitoH, JIbBiBcbKka 061acTh. Poskomn II, 06’ext 1. 1-5 — ¢pparmentu
KepaMiKy 3 BOTHMIIA; 67 — i3 CKyI4eHHs 6i/ niBHIiYHO-3axigHOI cTiHN

The second type of «cups» is more «bulbous» and also has a large flare of shoulders (20-
25 cm), but with slightly smaller rim diameters than the first type. The neck of the vessel is short, and
the rim is lightly thickened and outward-flared. The shoulders of the bowls are well-profiled,
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sometimes sharp, more often rounded. Below the shoulders, the walls of the vessels taper sharply
toward the bottom. The surface of the items is well-smoothed, gray-black in color, and less often
ochre. The clay mixture is free of inclusions or contains slight inclusions of chamotte and sand,

which sometimes appear on the surface (fig. 16, 2).

Fig. 18. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, object 1. 1-5 - fragments of ceramics
Puc. 18. Jobpoctanu II, SIBopiBchbkuit paitoH, JIpBiBcbka 061acTb. Poskomn II, 06’ext 1.1-5 - ¢pparmentu

KepaMiKn

One of these bowls, a 20 cm wide and approximately 10 cm high cup, differs from the others in
having a smoothed, slip-covered exterior and interior in light ochre color with black «sooting» marks

and pointed protrusions on the shoulders (fig. 16, 1).

230



Pavliv D., Petehyrych V. The Early Iron ...

Fig. 19. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, object 1. 1-5, 7-9, 11-12 - fragments of
pottery; 6 — polished stone block (hone); 10 - ceramic spindle whorl

Puc.19. [ob6pocranuIl, SIBopiBcpkmit paitoH, JIpBiBcbka 06m. PoskomIl, o6’ekr 1. 1-5, 7-9,
11-12 - ¢parmMeHTH HOCYAY; 6 — KaM sSTHUIT TOCTPUIBHMUIT 6pycok; 10 — KepamiuHe npsiciniie

A separate type of pottery can be categorized as thin-walled vessels with distinctly convex
shoulders («vases»), which have quite slender proportions. Their surfaces are covered with a thin
layer of slip, smoothed, and are gray-brown in color. The ceramics are well-fired, and the clay
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mixture contains sand inclusions (fig. 17, 6, 7; 18, 3, 4, 5). A base with a diameter of 5.5 cm (fig. 17, 3)
likely belongs to a similar thin-walled vessel or small pot.

=7z

Fig. 20. DobrostanyII, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Fragments of ceramic discs from Excavation II.
1-3, 5 - object 1; 4 — object 7

Puc. 20. lo6poctanu II, SIBopiBchbkuit paitoH, JIpBiBcbka 0671. PparMeHTH KepaMiYHUX AUCKIB 3 poskomy II.
1-3,5 - 06’ekT 154 - 06’exT 7

Among the ceramic materials from the fill of object 1, another interesting group of items
stands out: the so-called «disks», «lids», and «plates», which are represented by 8 fragments. Based on
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the formation of the disk surfaces and their profiling, several variants can be distinguished among
them.

The first variant includes two thin-walled disks, with one surface smoothed, while the other
has imprints from thin rods. One of these disks has a barely noticeable lip along the edge. The
thickness of the disks is 0,8-1 cm, and their diameters are 18 cm and 28 cm, respectively. The color of
the disks is light ochre or light gray. The ceramic mixture contains slight inclusions of small crushed
stone fragments. The firing of the disks is quite good (fig. 20, 2).

The second variant is represented by a thick-walled disk with a diameter of 22 cm. The
thickness of the disk is 2 cm at the center and gradually tapers to 1 cm at the edges. Both surfaces are
smoothed and are light ochre in color. The ceramic mixture contains slight chamotte inclusions. This
variant also includes another disk fragment, 18 cm in diameter and 1.8 cm thick. The walls of the disk
taper smoothly toward the edges and round off. Both surfaces are flat and one is rough, light brown,
with chamotte inclusions in the mixture (fig. 17, 4).

The third variant includes four fragments of thick-walled disks (1.3-1.8 cm thick). The
diameters of the disks range from 16 to 22 cm. These disks have one carefully smoothed surface,
while the other is uneven with fingerprints. The disks have a light ochre color, and the clay mixture
contains chamotte fragments (fig. 20, I; 20, 3). Sometimes, a distinct lip or rim is formed at the edge
of the disk (fig. 20. 5).

Among the pottery from object 1, several fragments (bases) were found, apparently from
rather thick-walled bowls with wide flaring sides and large diameters. The surface of such bowls is
smoothed, dark gray or brown, and externally covered with slip. The clay mixture contains a small
amount of chamotte and sand. The firing is good (fig. 17, 5).

In addition to the pottery, a small clay spindle whorl of round shape, with a diameter of 3 cm,
was found in object 1 (fig. 19, 10). Also discovered was a gray stone block (hone), measuring 9.8-
10 cm in length, 2.3-2.7 cm in width, and 1.1-1.3 cm in thickness. All sides of the block are well-
polished. Four surfaces of the block show shallow longitudinal grooves, likely traces of use (fig. 19, 6).

To check part of the area of the site, a new excavation area (Area 2) was established to the
south of Site 1, with a total area of 224 square meters (fig. 3). During the excavation of this area, the
following stratigraphic layers were observed: from the surface level to a depth of 5 cm, a turf layer;
from 5 to 30-40 cm, a traceable plow layer consisting of dark gray humus soil (loam); below that,
light gray loam extended down to a depth of 52-50 cm; beneath this, a layer of natural subsoil,
consisting of ochre clay, sometimes with dark spots from burrowing animals, was noted.

Archaeological finds were sporadically encountered, mostly at depths of 40-60 cm, with fewer
finds in the plow layer. These finds mostly consisted of ceramic fragments from various types of
pottery. One of the notable finds is a rim with a diameter of 20 cm from a thin-walled barrel-shaped
vessel (possibly a deep, convex-bellied bowl). The rim was turned inward, with the exterior and
interior surfaces smoothed and light brown, and the firing was good. The ceramic mixture contained
slight inclusions of small chamotte fragments (fig. 21, I).

A small, thin-walled bowl with a gently biconical profile was also found. The diameter of the
rim was 12 cm, with good firing, and the external and internal surfaces were smoothed, black in
color, with the clay mixture showing no noticeable inclusions (fig. 21, 2).

A fragment of a pot was found, which likely has a slight tulip-shaped profile. The diameter of
the pot's rim is 12 cm, and holes were made under the rim. The rim is outwardly curved and slightly
thickened. The firing of the vessel is good, and the ceramic mixture contains minor inclusions of
chamotte fragments. The external surface is light brown, while the interior surface is black, forming a
thin layer beneath which the light brown surface is visible (fig. 21, 3).

A distinctive find is a thick-walled barrel-shaped vessel with inwardly tilted rims. The diameter
of the rim is 13 cm, and the edge is horizontally formed. The external surface is rough, uneven, and
randomly rusticated, while the interior is smoothed with a brown color. The firing of the vessel is
good. The ceramic mixture shows minor inclusions of chamotte fragments (fig. 21, 4).
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3cm

Fig. 21. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Materials from the cultural layer of Excavation II
Puc. 21. lo6pocranu 11, SABopiBcpKuii paitoH, /IbBiBcbka 061, MaTepiany 3 Ky/IbTypHOro mapy po3komy I

Also in the collection of finds from this area is a base with a diameter of 11 cm and a thickness
of 1 cm from thin-walled pottery, likely of an S-shaped profile. The vessel's surface is slightly rough,
and light brown in color (fig. 21, 5).

In the cultural layer, a round-shaped stone grinder was also found, measuring 8 cm in
diameter, made of a hard crystalline rock, similar to granite. The surface of the grinder shows clear
signs of wear, with part of it worn down (fig. 22, 3).

During the excavation of Area 2 of excavation area II, several objects were discovered, some of
which date to the Early Iron Age. Object 7 was located in the southern part of the area (fig. 3). Its
traces, in the form of a stain of elongated oval shape with some expanded parts at the edges, were
observed at a depth of 0.6-0.65 m. The stain is elongated from the northwest to the southeast. Its
length is 1.24 m, with a width of 0.4 m in the northern part and 0.34 m in the southern part. The fill
at the level of discovery consisted of gray, sometimes dark gray soil, with minor inclusions of ash and
small charcoal fragments. A cross-section of the object, made along its longer axis, revealed
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alternating layers of gray and dark gray soils, with a boundary between them, especially in the lower
part of the fill, highlighted by a thin layer of charcoal fragments. In profile, object 7 appeared as a
trough-like depression with an uneven bottom, which is dug into the natural subsoil in the
southeastern part to a depth of 0.35 m, and in the northwestern part to 0.24 m (fig. 23, I).

Fig. 22. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, area 2. 1-2 - fragments of pottery from
object 8; 3 — stone grinder from the cultural layer

Puc. 22. Tlo6pocrann II, SIBopiBchbkuit paitoH, JIbBiBcbka 0671. Poskom II, minanka 2. 1-2 — ¢parmMeHTH
HOCYZy 3 06°€KTy 8; 3 — KaM sTHMII po3TUpad 3 KyJIbTYPHOTO 1Iapy

In the deeper part of the object, at a depth of 15-20 cm from its level of discovery, a fragment
of a clay «disk» was found. The diameter of the «disk» is 26 cm, and its thickness in the middle part is
1.5-1.7 cm. Towards the edges, its thickness decreases to 0.5-0.7 cm. In some places, the edge of the
«disk» is slightly thickened, bent, and forms a small rim. One side of the item is smooth and well-
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polished, while the other is uneven and bumpy, and features distinct imprints of weaving from thin
twigs across its entire surface (similar to the «disk» from object 1). The «disk» has seven through-
holes with diameters of 3-4 mm, which may be arranged in two rows around the circle (fig. 20, 4).

During the plastic excavation of object 7 in its northeastern part, small, indistinct round
depressions, about 5 cm in diameter, were recorded. In one of them, small pieces of burned wood,
likely of coniferous species (pine?), were found. These may be traces of some wooden construction.

Object 8 was discovered at the southern end of the second area of excavation II (fig. 3). Traces
of it were detected at a depth of 0.4 m, in the form of an irregularly oval, elongated stain running
from the southeast to the northwest. Its fill was dark gray, almost black, in the central part, and
lighter gray at the edges. The object is 0.9 m in length, the width in the narrower part is 0.5 m, and in
the wider part, it is 0.7 m. A cross-section of the object was made along its longer axis. It showed that
the fill was heterogeneous. In the wider part, a higher concentration of dark gray soil with small
charcoal fragments and several ceramic fragments was observed. In the southeastern part, the object
had a light gray fill with no charcoal or ceramics. The bottom of the object was uneven, with parts of
it sunken into the natural subsoil by 10 to 20 cm (fig. 23, II; 24).

The ceramics found in the fill consisted of 10 small fragments. Among them, a fragment of a
pot with an S-shaped profile stands out, with a rim diameter of 12 cm. The rim is slightly flared.
Between the rim and the vessel's body, there is an applied decoration in the form of a «medallion»
with imprints. Unfortunately, only the upper part of this relief has been preserved, so it is unknown
whether it was an individual decorative element or part of an applied rim. The pot's surface is
uneven, with slanting, slightly sunken grooves visible. The color of the pot is gray-ochre, the firing is
good, and small fragments of chamotte are noticeable in the clay (fig. 22, I).A fragment of a small,
thin-walled vessel was also discovered, possibly a pot with an S-shaped profile. The vessel is decorated
with an unusual ornament in the form of vertical rows of nail impressions. The surface is easily
smoothed, uneven, and light brown. The clay shows minor inclusions of small chamotte fragments
and quartz. The firing of the vessel is good (fig. 22, 2).

Object 10 was found next to object 9 (fig. 3). Its traces were detected at a depth of 0.5 m from
the surface in the form of an oval stain, elongated from east to west. The length of the stain is 0.85 m,
and its width is 0.65 m. A cross-section was made along the longer axis of the object. It had a
homogeneous filling of gray soil, and only in the lower part was an accumulation of small pieces of
wood charcoal. The object's walls are slanted conically towards the bottom, which was sunken into
the natural subsoil clay by 20 cm from the upper level of the object's fixation. Three small fragments
of Early Iron Age ceramics were found in the fill (fig. 23, III).

Analysis of materials. In 2004-2005, during the rescue archaeological excavations at the
multi-layered site of Dobrostany II, an area of more than 600 square meters was studied, and
materials and objects from the Mierzanowice culture, the Early Iron Age, and the Early Middle Ages
were recorded. The Mierzanowice culture is represented by a few fragments of pottery and several
flint artifacts found in the cultural layer.

One household pit and several pottery fragments from the cultural layer are attributed to the
Early Middle Ages. The most numerous materials from the cultural layer and several objects are
related to the Early Iron Age.

Regarding the discovered immovable objects of the Dobrostany II site, considering their
location, structure, and nature of filling, they can be divided into two types. The first type (objects 2,
7,8, 9, 10) consists of small household hearth pits, which were likely used temporarily (fig. 23). Such
objects are known from many settlements of various Bronze Age and Early Iron Age cultures and had
a practical and understandable purpose.

The second type includes object 1, which is a large pit with a round plan shape, featuring a post
construction for supporting a cover and a hearth inside (fig. 7-12). It is believed that larger pits with
traces of a hearth inside, which serve as a certain criterion, as well as traces of wooden constructions,
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can be classified as residential-type objects (Moskwa, 1976, s.207, 250, 276-277, ryc.57;
Chomentowska, 1989, s. 330, 332; Czopek, 1997, s. 29-65; Klosiniska, 2004, s. 241, ryc. 1, 3, 4).
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Fig. 23. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, area 2. I - object 7; II - object 8;
IIT - object 10. Key: 1 - natural subsoil; 2 — dark-gray soil; 3 - light-gray soil; 4 — charcoal; 5-6 - fragments of
ceramics

Puc. 23. No6pocraun 11, SIBopiBcekmit paitoH, JIpBiBcbka o6macts. Poskon II, minsuka 2. I — o6’ekr 7;
IT - o6’exr 8; III - 06’ext 10. YMOBHI 3HaKku: 1 — MaTepyuk; 2 — IPYHT TEMHO-CIpOro KONbOPY; 3 — IPYHT
CBIT/IO-Ciporo KOmbopy; 4 — fepeBHe BYTi/IIA; 5-6 — pparMeHTV KepaMiku

Semi-dugout dwellings with hearths inside and post constructions have been discovered in
settlements of the Vysotska culture, and they were mostly rectangular in plan (Kpymenbuuipka,
1976, c.47). In the late Vysotska culture settlements of the Southern Roztochchia (Shklo,
Ternovytsia, Moloshkovychi), residential semi-dugout objects of quite large size and a proper
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rectangular plan shape have been found, with traces of posts on the floor and hearths inside
(Kpymenpauupbka, 1973, c.30-32, 34, 35, 37, puc.1l; 1976, c.47; Pymguii, 1999, c.187). In the
settlements of the later Cherepyn-Lahodiv culture group (e. g., in Cherepyn and Lahodiv), semi-
dugout dwellings of rectangular and sometimes oval shape were a common type of structure, forming
complex residential-household complexes together with various pits (Kpymensuuipka, 1993, c. 162,
163, 168-173, 212, 213, puc. 89-93, 110). During excavations of an Early Scythian settlement near
Khrinnyky on the Styr River, two large semi-dugout dwellings with rounded corners were
investigated, inside of which traces of hearths and post constructions were found (Kosaxk, IlaBnis,
2010, c.71-72, doro 3, 4). In the neighboring Tarnobrzeg Lusatian culture, earthen dwellings or
semi-dugout dwellings are known much less, and above-ground structures were more common. At
the settlement in Bialobrzegi on the Vistula River, dating to the 5 century BC, shallow, irregularly
oval-shaped objects were recorded, which could have been semi-dugout dwellings (Czopek, 1997,
s. 63, ryc. 7, 10, 11, 17, 18; Adamik, Burghardt, 2011, s. 121-123, 159, ryc. 8, 10, 11, 14).

Thus, object 1 from the Dobrostany II site, considering all the necessary characteristics (size,
hearth, traces of post construction), can be interpreted as a residential or residential-household
structure. The distinguishing feature of this structure is its round shape in plan, which sets it apart
from objects of this type in other cultures of the Early Iron Age in neighboring regions.

The ceramic complex from the cultural layer and the Early Iron Age objects at the
Dobrostany II site consists of a small, «standard» set of items: pots (the most numerous group of
pottery), bowls, cup-bowls, vases, «disks» and a spindle whorl.

The largest number of fragments is represented by small and medium-sized pots with an
S-shaped profile. Almost all have perforations below the rim (fig. 5, 1, 2; 16, 3; 19, 1-3, 5). The outer
surface is rough, uneven, sometimes lightly rusticated, and light brown. The bottoms are clearly
defined, sometimes concave (fig. 4, 5; 5, 4; 6, 3; 17, 3, 5; 19, 11; 21, 5). There is a slight admixture of
crushed chamotte in the ceramic paste. Some pots are decorated with applied horizontal rollers with
finger impressions (fig. 16, 4, 5). Attention is drawn to the atypical ornamentation methods of several
vessels: an applied (separate decorative element?, part of the roller?) relief medallion (fig. 22, 1), a
horizontal row of nail imprints (fig. 19, 12), and rows of nail imprints arranged vertically (fig. 22, 2).

Significantly fewer fragments belong to barrel-shaped pots. These pots are larger, their surfaces
are uneven, often covered with small chaotic rustication. This type of pottery has a slightly worse
firing and more chamotte inclusions in the ceramic paste (fig. 17, 1; 21, 1, 4).

Very few fragments of bowls were found, and all of them belong to different types (fig. 4, 1, 4;
21, 2). Their common feature is good firing, with a very slight admixture of small chamotte chips in
the ceramic paste, and the external and internal surfaces are smoothed, dark brown or black.

Of particular interest are the uniquely shaped bowl-«cups» — small, thin-walled vessels with
clearly defined shoulders and a smoothed or burnished surface (fig. 16, 1, 2; 18, 1, 2). They are
classified as tableware and all were found in object 1. Similar pottery is also known from sites of the
Noua culture from the second half of the Bronze Age in the Carpathian region (KpymenbHuipka,
2006, puc. 6, 1, 2; 9, 9; 16, 2; 24, 8), and it is a fairly common form of pottery in the Lusatian cultures
(groups) of Southeastern Poland, particularly in the Tarnobrzeg Lusatian culture (Czopek, 1997,
tabl. I11, 8; IX, 16; Dziegelewski, Godlewski, 2009, ryc. 3, k; Szpunar, Szpunar, Kus, 2009, ryc. 2, b, d).
Such bowls were found in the settlement of the late Vysotska culture in Hrushiv (Boitijemyx, [Tasnis,
2011, c. 309, puc. 7, 3, 5-8), and they are less present in the ceramic complexes of the Cherepyn-
Lahodiv group (Kpymenpuunpka, 1993, puc. 87, 11) and the Kushtanovytska culture (ITomosuy,
2006, puc. 14, 6, 11).

At the Dobrostany II site, many fragments of ceramic items, called «disks», also referred to as
plates, trays, or covers, have been found (fig. 17, 4; 20). The common technological feature of this
pottery is its good heating. These items are abundant in many settlements of various cultures of the
early Iron Age in Central-Eastern Europe. Despite discussions about their functions, it is believed that
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they were primarily utilitarian and were used as a base (support) for baking flatbread-type cookies
(Crpenbuuk, Xomuuk, 2007, c. 26-31).
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Fig. 24. Dobrostany II, Yavoriv district, Lviv region. Excavation II, area 2, object 8
Puc. 24. lo6pocranu I, SIBopiBcpKuit paitoH, JIbBiBcbka 0611. Poskomn I, gimstaka 2. O6’exT 8

The relatively limited archaeological material from the Dobrostany II site (primarily ceramics)
lacks distinct chronological and cultural markers. Upon examining the main, typical forms of the
ceramic complex from the site, we find certain analogies with materials from several sites, primarily
from the Cherepyn-Lahodiv group of the Early Scythian period and the Tarnobrzeg Lusatian culture,
and less from the late Vysotska culture. The Dobrostany I and II sites likely belonged to a certain
local group with mixed cultural traits.

The DobrostanyII site is located in a region that, until recently, was a «white spot» in
Ukrainian archaeology. Small excavations of Late Bronze - Early Iron Age sites have only been
conducted in a few places. Near Ternovytsia in the Yavoriv district, the remains of a cremation
cemetery of the Lusatian culture from the end of the Bronze Age and a settlement of the Vysotska
culture and Early Scythian period were discovered, which were sporadically studied at the end of the
19" century and during the interwar period (Szeptycka, 1925-1927, s.213-215), and in 1968
(Kpymenpuunbka, 1973, c.35). At the same time, rescue excavations were conducted at the
settlement of the Vysotska culture near the village of Shklo in the Yavoriv district (Kpyienpuuibka,
1973, c. 34-35). Small excavations of Vysotska(?) culture settlements in the Yavoriv district were
carried out by V. Konoplya (Konomns, 1999, c. 144-147) and V. Rudyi (Pyawuit, 1999, c. 187-190).

Extensive survey research and excavations of sites over larger areas, conducted over the last ten
years in the western part of the Lviv region, on the terrain between the Roztochchya range and the
Carpathians, particularly in Bykiv (Czopek et al., 2016), Dobrostany (ITasnis, ITerernpuy, 2005, 2009;
ITaBniB Ta iH., 2006), Hrushiv (Boitiemyx, ITaBnis, 2011), and Berehove (Czopek et al., 2018, p. 306-
340), have provided important materials that indicate that these lands held particular significance at
the end of the Bronze Age and in the Early Iron Age. This area was one of the important contact
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zones of the ancient world - between the Urnfield cultures of Western and Central Europe and the
forest-steppe and steppe cultures of the Pontic circle, as evidenced by the latest discoveries of the
«Chotyniec agglomeration» (Czopek, 2007; Czopek et al., 2018, s. 197-206; Czopek, 2022, s. 163). The
unresolved issues regarding the boundary of the spread of Lusatian cultures to the east, the formation
and spread of the Vysotska culture, and the origin and mutual influences of cultural groups of the
Early Scythian period in western Ukraine with the Lusatian cultures, concern the territories of Upper
Dnister region, Nadsiannia, Roztochchya, and the Male Polissia (Gedl, 2004, s. 85; Czopek, 2007,
s. 122; Klosinska, 2009, s. 143, 145, 147).

Brief Conclusions. A comparative analysis of the stationary and movable materials from the
Early Iron Age layers of the Dobrostany I and Dobrostany II sites revealed their technological and
typological identity. This, along with the particularities of the geomorphological conditions of their
location, allows us to assert that the Dobrostany I and Dobrostany II sites form one archaeological
complex. Considering the nature of the stationary objects discovered here (an above-ground
structure similar to a shepherd’s constructions Carpathian Hutsul type, a semi-dugout with a hearth,
and temporary fire pits), and the low-density cultural layer of the Early Iron Age, it is suggested that
the settlement had a seasonal character and could have served as a large communal pasture located
far from the village. This was facilitated by natural conditions - a flat, wide, cape-like terrace
surrounded by floodplains of three small rivers (fig. 2). During the rainy season, livestock could graze
on the hill, and in dry periods, animals could find food in the grass-rich floodplain meadows
(ITaBnis, [Terernpuy, 2009).

The structures and materials from the Early Iron Age at the Dobrostany site are tentatively
dated back to the 7"-5" centuries BC. The question of the cultural affiliation of the site remains open,
as it is located at the border of the influence of various ethnocultural groups (Kpyuensunupka, 1993,
c. 235, 237-238; Gedl, 2004, s.81-87), and the materials obtained during its research show, as
mentioned earlier, mixed cultural traits.
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B BACEVHI PIYKY BEPEIIUI[S
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Posrisinyro GararomrapoBy nam’atky Jobpocranum II, mocmimkeny y 2004-2005pp. Ha Tpaci
IIPOEKTOBAaHOI aBTOMOGiNbHOI foporu Kpakoserp—JIpBiB. BkasaHo, 1110 BOHa po3TallloBaHa Ha IiBAEHHNI CXif
Bif c. [lobpocTtanu fBopiBcbKOro p-Hy JIbBiBCBKOI 0011 i 3aiiMae MiBEHHY OiAHKY MUCY Hafl 3a00/I09€HOIO
3amaBol0 NMOTOKy JJobOpocraHka, mpaBoro JOIUMBY p. Bepemyui. Beranosineno, mo reomopdonoridno ns
TE€PUTOPIsl HAIEXKXUTD 10 MiBAeHHUX cXuIiB IHiBcbKOTO PO3TOUYs, IEepepisaHOTo JOMMHO0 p. Bepemuii.

Ha nam’situi Jlo6pocranu II BuB4yeHo maomyy noHam 600 m? i 3adikcoBaHo Marepiamm 11 06’ €xTH
Me>XaHOBIlIbKOi Ky/IbTyPM, PAaHHbO3a/Ti3HOTO 9aCy Ta PAHHBOTO CEPEHbOBIYYA.

KoncraToBaHO, 110 HaifiHTEeHCUBHIIIMM BUABUBCA TOPU3OHT PAHHBO3ANMI3HOTO Yacy. Bigkpuro miicTh
00’€KTIB, PO3TALIOBAHMX CIIOPAAMYHO. BcraHOBIEHO, 1[0 06’€KTH 2, 7, 8, 9, 10 - I{e HEBENMMKI BOTHUILEBI sAMU;
HaifiikaBimuit — 06’exT 1 (HamiB3eM/IAHKA), SIKMIT MaB OKpPYILy y IUtaHi ¢popmy giamerpom 3,7 M i rmbumy
1,3 M. Ha foniBLii BMABNIEHO pO3TallyBaHHA BOTHMINA, CKYITYEHHA K€PaMiKy, CITiiu TePUMETPaNbHUX CTiH, AMU
Bif] CTOBIIB.
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3a3HaueHo, 110 KOMIUIEKC KepaMiKi 3 00’€KTiB i KyIbTYpHOTO LIapy, AKMIl CKIafaBCA i3 TOPIIMKIB,
MMCOK-Yall, Ba3 Ta BEMMKOI KiBKOCTi «OMUCKiB» — (OpM i BMIIIKaHHS, MA€ aHAMOTl B YePENMHCHKO-
JMTATONiBCHKIll TPYMi i TapHOOXKECBKill MyXKMIBKill KyabTypi. 3ayBa’keHO, IO TEPUTOPidA, Jie PO3TAIIOBaHa
nam’AaTka JlobpocTany, Oyma 4acTMHOIO KOHTAaKTHOI 30HM MDK Ky/JIbTypaMu MOJB ypPaHOBMX IIOXOBaHb i
KyZIbTypaMM IIMPKYMIIOHTiICBKOTO KOJIa.

Cropyay i MaTepiany paHHBO3aTi3HOTO ropu3oHTy mmam ATk JJobpocranu II matoano VII-V ct. BC i
BiJJHECEHO IO IOKA/IbHOI TPYNM 3i 3MilIaHUMM KYITbTYPHUMMI PUCAMIA.

3pificHeHO NOpPIBHAJIBHMII aHaMi3 MaTepialiB i3 TOPU30HTIB pPaHHBO3aMi3HOTO 4Yacy IaM ATOK
Hob6pocranu I i lobpoctanu I, mo mokasas iXHIO TeXHO/IOTiYHY Ta TUIIONIOTIYHY ifeHTHYHicTh. BignosinHoO 1o
IIbOTO, A TAKOX OCOOIMBOCTEi TeOMOPQOIOTiYHMX YMOB iXHBOTO pPO3TAllyBaHHA, BUCHYBAHO, LIO NYHKTU
Iob6pocrann I i lo6pocrann II - e ogHa mam’ siTKa.

Knwwuosi cnosa: pannposanisHa noba, Jobpocrann, 06’€KTH, KepaMiyHMIT KOMIIIEKC, KOHTAaKTHA 30Ha,
JIOKa/IbHA Ipyma.
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